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assigned to the remains I have just described ; I nevertheless have 
felt bound to investigate them, as the occurrence of human remains, 
with the frequently described works of art from the same locality, 
would be of the highest interest, should any such hereafter be dis- 
covered. 

Mr. Roberts said, that about four years ago the sum of £450 was 
granted by the Royal Society for the complete examination and 
clearing out of Kent's Hole, and a committee was appointed for the 
purpose ; but owing to the gentlemen who composed it residing so 
far from the spot, and to other circumstances, they did not do much 
towards the accomplishment of the desired object. The chief thing 
they did was to discover about twenty flint implements in the mud of 
the cave, the whole of which were in his possession. He was afraid 
that nothing else was done by that committee ; but he thought it 
very desirable that the cave which contained so many interesting 
objects should be cleared out, and that all the bones and flint imple- 
ments, and other objects associated with them, should be collected 
and properly arranged. 

On Human Remains from a Bone Cave in Brazil. By C. Carter 
Blake, F.O.S., F.A.S.L., Foreign Associate of the Anthropo- 
logical Society of Paris. 

In the British Museum there exist some human remains purchased 
with the Claussen collection, and forming part of the series of speci- 
mens which were discovered by Lund and Claussen in their investiga- 
tions in Eastern Brazil. 

Mr. W. Davies having kindly drawn my attention to them, I will give 
a short list of the specimens, without wishing to draw any further con- 
clusion than that they probably belong to a period of great historical 
antiquity, although probably not coeval with the fossil fauna which 
Lund has described in the Transactions of various northern academies. 

1. Skull of young child. This skull is brachycephalic and asym- 
metrical, the right side being shorter than the left. There are evident 
traces of " parietooccipital" flattening, which has extended above the 
lambdoid and for a well defined space on either side of the sagittal 
suture. None of the sutures are complex. Flattening on the left 
side of the frontal bone is manifest, indicating the direction in which 
the compressing force has been exercised throughout life. No other 
abnormal development is visible. The molar and premolar teeth in 
place show little signs of erosion. The basioccipito-sphenoid suture 
having been present, the basioccipital bone has been broken away, as 
well as the right border of the foramen magnum and the right squa- 
mosal bone. The maxilla is slightly prognathic. The skull presents 
the most similarity to the skulls from Canete, in Feru, described by 
Castelnau, and to some which I have seen from the uplands of the 
Argentine provinces, near Rosario. 

2. Broken maxillary (adult ?) left side. The first premolar, as well 
as the broken fragment of the second premolar, are the only teeth 
which remain. Slight erosion is visible on the crown of the first tooth. 



cclxvi JOUBSAL OF THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

3. Lower mandible, left ramus. Thickly incrusted with limonite 
and sand, which has filled up the alveoli. Only the first and second 
molars are in place, the second being turned out of its proper inser- 
tion, as well as the first being much worn. Both the molar teeth in 
place are much worn on the outer side of the teeth. All the other 
teeth, with the exception of the first premolar, are absent. No 
marked outward or inward inflection of the angle is present. 

4. Lower mandible, left ramus. This specimen exhibits the same 
general characters as No. 3, with the exception that the incrustation 
of limonite is not present. On the inner sides of m. 3 and m. 2, the 
upper angles of the cusps have been broken away, the whole surface 
of the teeth being much worn. M. 1 is much worn, and a small 
fracture of the alveolar process outside it has permitted that the two 
outer fangs to be elevated and dislocated from their own proper inser- 
tions, and to form by this dislocation a grinding surface. The first 
and second premolars, as well as the canine and first incisor, are also 
much worn. The mental process of the jaw is high; the genial 
tubercles distinct; and the mental foramen, not as in No. 3, filled up 
with limonite. The coronoid process is high ; and, although the 
angle is broken away, enough remains to lead us to conjecture that 
it was strong and powerful. 

5. Portions of parietal bones of average thickness, incrusted with 
ochreous mud. 

6. Upper part of supraoccipital bone, and lower and posterior por- 
tions of two parietals, exhibiting the confluence of the sagittal and 
lambdoid sutures. The supraoccipital bone is slightly elevated above 
the level of the lambdoid suture, which, as well as the sagittal, is 
very complex. There are no traces of wormian ossifications ; and on 
the inner side of the bone the sutures are perfectly closed. 

7. Broken glabella and fragments of nasals, as well as a piece of 
the supraciliary arch of a young individual ; frontal sinuses small. 

8. Distal portion and shaft of humerus, gnawn by mice and by 
some larger rodent ; thickly permeated by limonite. 

9. Distal portion and shaft of humerus ; young or small individual ; 
no marks of teeth. 

10. Proximal end of tibia, very young individual, wanting epi- 
physes ; slightly gnawn by rodents. 

11. Shaft of femur ; much gnawn by rodents. 

12. Proximal end of femur, including head and neck, and part of 
shaft, of young individual ; gnawn by mice {Hesperomys). 

13. Distal end of femur, exhibiting frequent marks of the teeth of 
some rodent, probably one of the small mice (Hesperomys) of the 
caves, slightly infiltrated with ochreous mud, and with much of the 
animal matter absent. 

14. Tibia, long fragment of shaft ; few traces of rodent action. 
The following three specimens are in the same condition as the 

fragments of the lower jaw, No. 3, above alluded to. 

15. Long bone (small humerus ?) imbedded in limonite, which con- 
tains many fragments of fossil shells, exceedingly difficult of identi- 
fication. A specimen of Planorbis (of which fresh-water type four 
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existing species in Brazil are recorded by Mr. S. P. Woodward in his 
Manual of Mollusca) is recognisable, as well as the broken fragments 
of an elongated land-snail, probably Bulimus. 

16. Sections of three long bones, covered with sandy deposit con- 
taining large quantities of oxide of iron (limonite); the medullary 
cavity of the bones being filled with crystals of carbonate of lime. 

17. Distal end of femur, thickly encrusted with limonite, the 
animal matter being absent 

18. Head of humerus, covered with limonite. 

Mr. Roberts stated, that he had received a letter from a friend 
who had been inspecting the works now going on in the isle of Port- 
land for the purpose of national defence, who stated that several 
ancient cists had been discovered there. In one of them was a 
skeleton buried in a sitting posture ; and in the same cist were the 
bones of a dog, some bones of a deer, twenty-three flint flakes, and a 
quantity of charcoal. His friend said he hoped to obtain them, and 
send them to the Society. This was, he believed, the best known 
instance of the discovery of the skeleton of one of the ancient hunters 
of this country buried with his dog, his implements of chase, and 
with some meal for his support, in the manner now practised by the 
North- American Indians. 

Mr. C. Cabteb Blake regretted that the specimens were thrown 
together in such a manner, that there was no positive evidence of the 
association of the human remains with those of the ancient fossil 
rodents, etc., described by Messrs. Lund and Claussen as having been 
found in other bone caves in Brazil. These remains were, no doubt, 
very ancient, but there was no positive evidence that they were of the 
same age as the fossil fauna ; and in absence of further evidence, 
it would be rash to hazard a conjecture respecting them. In reference 
to the evidence of great antiquity afforded by the human remains 
found in bone caves, there was a great principle involved in the 
question whether those remains were found below or above the 
stalagmite of the caves. It was owing to the suggestion and assistance of 
Mr. Davies, that he had been enabled to lay the facts before the 
meeting. In the cave at Brixham, there were discovered flint im- 
plements mingled with the bones of extinct animals ; but in Kent's 
Hole human remains were discovered ; and it was most important 
to ascertain whether they belonged to the same period as the extinct 
animals. Unfortunately, no distinct evidence could be obtained re- 
specting the exact positions in which the bones were found, as they 
had been purchased from dealers. It was the first instance of human 
remains having been discovered in Kent's Hole, and they were en- 
crusted with stalagmite, which might have proved their great an- 
tiquity. He hoped the members present would not be silent when 
such important evidence was laid before them. 

The Chairman (Mr. G. Witt) observed, that the papers which 
had been read, though very interesting, were not, perhaps, calculated 
to produce much discussion. They would be very valuable when 
recorded in the Journal of the Society. 

The meeting then adjourned to the 14th inst. 



